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Agenda

Specialty Dockets Overview 

Target Population and Eligibility

Felony Charges in District Court 

Specialty Dockets

Impact & Anticipated Frequency
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What are 
Specialty

Dockets?

Specialty Dockets

Behavioral Health 
Dockets

Recovery Courts
(Drug Courts)

Veterans Treatment 
Dockets

Definition

Business 
As Usual
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https://www.vacourts.gov/courts/scv/amendments/2016_1114_rule_1_25.pdf


How They Work

Eligible individuals voluntarily participate in 
extended duration (~10-18 months) evidence-based 
treatment and strict supervision

Judicial monitoring through regular court attendance

The participant primarily receives treatment in the 
community
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https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/sds/home
https://vadoc.virginia.gov/media/1817/vadoc-state-recidivism-report-2023-01.pdf
https://vadoc.virginia.gov/news-press-releases/2021/virginia-s-recidivism-rate-remains-among-the-lowest-in-the-country/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/vadoc.virginia.gov/media/2077/vadoc-recidivism-at-a-glance-2024.pdf
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https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/sds/home
https://vadoc.virginia.gov/media/1817/vadoc-state-recidivism-report-2023-01.pdf
https://vadoc.virginia.gov/news-press-releases/2021/virginia-s-recidivism-rate-remains-among-the-lowest-in-the-country/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/vadoc.virginia.gov/media/2077/vadoc-recidivism-at-a-glance-2024.pdf


Target Population and Eligibility

Risk of Criminogenic Recidivism
Clinical/Services Needs

Legal Considerations
Veteran Status*
Voluntary Participation 

Residency Consideration
Other Factors 7



Felony Charges in a SD District Level Court

Historically vs. Now
§19.2-186 

§16.1-123.1(6) HB245

8



95 SDs

60 RCs 25 BHDs 10 VTDs

Virginia 
Specialty 
Dockets
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33 District 
Courts

25 in General 
District

8 in Juvenile 
and Domestic 

Relations

Virginia 
Specialty 
Dockets
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2023-25 General District Specialty Dockets
Misdemeanor vs Felony Charges
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2023-25 General District Specialty Dockets
Misdemeanor vs Felony Charges

Totals

M: 294 (54%)

F: 252 (46%)

Yearly Averages

M: 98

F: 84
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Questions?

Anna Powers

Specialty Dockets Coordinator

Department of Judicial Services

Office of the Executive Secretary

Supreme Court of Virginia

specialtydockets@vacourts.gov   
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mailto:specialtydockets@vacourts.gov
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Tracking Felony 

Specialty Docket Cases
In General District Court



Process

Steps
1. VCSC will seek approval from OES to obtain the names of 

persons participating in Specialty Dockets from General District 

Courts. 

2. VCSC will add a method to identify participants transferred to 

Circuit Court after removal from a General District Court 

Specialty Docket.



Process

Steps (continued)
3.  VCSC will monitor sentencing outcomes for defendants who 

first receive a deferred disposition in Circuit Court, or who are 

placed in a General District Court Specialty Docket.  These 

sentences will be compared to defendants who receive a traditional 

sentence. 



Process

Commission Input/Feedback
Are there any additional data elements or defendant outcomes that 

we should monitor?
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